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Sir, 


D. S. I. Givens called at the Netherlands Consulate on 


209th Sentember, end asked if Zaahn was a Dutch subject and 
whether he was favourably know at the Corisulate. The 
Acting Consul General replied to both auestions in the affir— 
mative. Nothinre was said which could possibly have caused 
the Consul General to write a letter about Zaahn possessing 
@an unauthorised certificate. 

Accor‘ting to the latest issues of Shanghai Life, Zaahn 
is still its de jure editor. Inquiries gf0 to show that it 


is still printed by the Mercartile Printing Co., No. 26 


Weihaiwei Road, and is published at No. 791 Avenue Joffre. 


I am, Sir, 


Yeur cbegdient servant, 
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Shanghai, , 27th October 1919. 


Sir, 

On #ugust 28th a document, of which I enclose a 
copy was issued by this Consulate General to Mr B.LH. Zahn 
who intended to edit a newspaper. 

Please note that said document was issned erroneously, 
and hes been destroyed, the Law not providing for any 
permit, license, certificate or other document, to be 
required for the purpose of editing or printinr newsparers, 
tooks, or otherwise. 

I rave the honour to te, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(sd) J. A. Shuurman, 
Consul, 


temporarily im charge of the 
Netherland Consulate-~General. 


Liddell, itsq. 
secretary, 


Municipal Council. 
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Siz, 

Enauiries rerarding the staff of the Russian paper 
called Shanghai Life fo to show that G.G. Zaahn, No. 2914 
Avenue Joffre, who accepts the resvonsibilities connected 
with the editorship, is a Dutchman. He came to Shanghai 
in 1915, since when he has been employed with Olivier & Coe, 
Noe 16 Museum Road. 


G. Semeskov, who is editor in the real sense of the 


word, is a Russian. He arrived in Shanghai on April 9th 
1919-6 Re is said to have fained some notoriety in 


2018 pamntans 2 amine cedar ext 098 ee 


Viadivostock for extremist iieas, and began to consort with 


people suspected of Bolstevist sympathies soon after 


arriving here. Semeshko started a newapaner in Russian 
callsd the "Shanghai Chronicie™ on June ?Sth 1919. rt 


publisned seditious articiss in its first issue and waar 
Buppressed on July 1s8te 

The other naves fiven as bseloneing to the editorial 
stavf are moms ie plume of Semeshkov. 

The "Shanrhai Life" ils printsd by the Mercantile 


Printing Coe, Noe 2F “Neihaiwei Road. 
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REPORT ON. New... Publication in Ruseian.called."Shanghal. Life™... 


sir, , 
I beg to report that a weekly paper in Russian called 


“Shanghai Life™ is -n sale in various news agents’ shops in 
the Settlement. 


I am attaching a copy of the first tssue of this paper, 
owing to the illness of 


but it has not yet been ™ 
ae pe .D. S- Schmidt. 
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4 
Names of the Editorial Staff of the New Russian publication 


called "Shanghai Life" and a synopfis of its contents. 


September 2ist 1919 


Shm ghai Life. 


Editor G. G. Zaahn (Besiding at 291 Avenue Joffre) 
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Editorial etaff:- A. N. Beidouyny 
M. Be. Vystensky 


f 
fw “4. I. I. Gunorsky 
AE. / o.. then Gr. F. Semeshko and others. 
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The leading article. 


It is our hope to create in Shanghai an independent, 
progressive Russian gazette. Our task, however, as may be 
aaa seen from the fave of the"*Shanghai Chronicle”, is very 

airficult. The worst phase of the predicament in which we find 
ourselves is the lack of definite laws and regulations 

for our guidance. Our paper will have to submit to the 
personal views of narrow administrators who are not equal 

to their positions. We cannot help this state of afffairs 

and must act as newspapermen had to do in rhe time of the 
censorship. We can give a hint of whrt o.r thoughts are. 

We must state openly to our readers that Russians did 
not enjoy liberty of the press, even in Chinese territory, 
where other nations can frankly diouss all sorts of questicns. 
The ever watchful eye of the Russian police penetrates every - 
where and Shanghai is no exception. As this “eye” must be 
taken into consideration, we are ooliged to use the language 

< of Ysop (fable langauge) in order to preserve our paper. 
Our aims, our problems -----+-+-++- are clear. 

We are trying to provide forthe Russian emigrants who 
are in Shanghai and in China generally a good independent, 
j progressive, democratic and impartial paper. 

; We are doing our best, and it is up to the readers, if 
they approve of our aim, to support us in our enterprise. 

We shall also introduce into our vaper an industrial 
section for the pkrpose of festering commercial relations 
/ vA . between Russia, China and the Dutch Indies. 
| Tage {-emlarnro Reuter's Telegrame. 

; © af “ A report on the suppression of the Shanghai Chronicle, 
how the @ditor was sued in the Russian Consular authpeities 
and fined Rbls 50. and how the Russian Mission in Peking 
. nullified the verdict of the Consular Court. 
8 cotanio A treatise on the magazin "Life in the East” in which 
the editors are compared to e agents of Chinese prostitutes, 
who are to be seen nightly on Foochow Road y r 
4, 4 graphic articles =nd pictures. 
age 4 ecutariro Local Russian 7lews. 
« ** News from Siberia as reprinted from various Siberian 
G : papers in Russian. 
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ne Case in the Russian Consular Court: 
Count Lautresc Savine de Toulouse. 
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Shanrhali, 


August 28, 1919 


The undersigned states that this Consulate 
General has no objection that hr Gualtherus H. Zahn,. 
Netherlenis subject, living in Shanghai, starts ther: 
the publishment and the printing of a paper ir the 
Russian language, tending to thwart bolshewism in ; 
Russia and to favour a purely daemocratic fovernment 
as the one represented at tre moment by the rule of : 
Admiral Koltchak and General Denikine. The —— 
pal aim of the said paper will he the development of: 


the commercial relations between Siberia, China, 


the Netherlands and Netherland colonies. The name 
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of the paper, which has been registered at tre 


Chancery of thse Consulate General, will be *Shanghais 


Life" ( yc : 
Secretary of Legation, 


in charre of the Consulates General 


(siened) “.J. Quarices Van Ufford-. 
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